
          Appendix 1 
 
 
 

Best Practice Visits – Community Development in Unionist Areas 
 

 
Background 
 
The Committee, at its meeting on 23rd September, 2011, agreed to organise site visits to several 
locations to examine Irish language initiatives in the city.  I think that it would be useful for the 
Committee to agree to also undertake visits to several best practice organisations in the field of 
Community Development in Unionist areas of the city. 
 
I have set out below several organisations which the DUP Members on the Council feel would be 
ideal for such visits: 
 
East Belfast 
 
Pottinger DEA 
 

• East Belfast Alternatives – Andy Moorehead - formed in 1998, the aim of the project is to 
reduce the number of “punishment beatings” carried out against young people by both 
loyalist and republican paramilitaries. 

• East Belfast Community Development Association – Michael Briggs – the membership is 
drawn from community groups representing a population of 109,000.  Its role is to add 
value to the activities undertaken by groups in local areas and to work with key 
organisations to ensure the continued development of a community sector in East Belfast 
that is recognised, valued and effective. 

• Willowfield Parish Church – Canon David Mclay – the aim is to be a church in the 
community, for the community; in the city, for the city (see attached information). 

• Walkway Community Centre 
 
Victoria DEA 
 

• Connswater Community Greenway 
• Wandsworth Community Centre (see attached information) 
• Victoria PACT (see attached information) 
• East Belfast Partnership 

 
North Belfast 
 

• Crusaders Football Club 
• Good Morning Ballysillan 

 
Oldpark DEA 
 

• Upper Ardoyne Youth Centre – Jimm Potts – the Centre ran on a voluntary basis for 10 
years operating out of portacabins before finally getting new purpose-built accommodation 

• North Belfast Alternatives – Joan Totten – engages with restorative justice programmes in 
the area. 

 
 
 



South Belfast 
 

• Sandy Row Development Association 
• GVRT Ballynafeigh CDA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Shankill 
 

• Shankill Women’s Centre – formed in 1987 as a locally based group to provide education 
for women.  Since that time it has flourished and developed to its current position as a key 
provider for training, health awareness, childcare and young women’s activities in the 
Greater Shankill and beyond. 

• Spectrum Centre – is a major landmark in the Shankill area.  It has developed as an Arts 
and Culture venue which lies at the heart of the community. 
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